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• Maddy Events 
• Political Briefs 
• News Briefs 
• Editorial Roundup 
• Upcoming Events 

Maddy Events 

Maddy Report: "Immigration Reform: What It Could Mean for California and the San Joaquin 
Valley" — Guests Congressmen Jim Costa (D-Fresno) and Jeff Denham (R-Turlock) and Mike Doyle, 
Washington, D.C.-based correspondent for McClatchy Newspapers, discuss immigration reform and its 
impact on California and the San Joaquin Valley with Maddy Institute Executive Director Mark Keppler. 
Other guests are Professor Manuel Pastor, director of the USC Center for the Study of Immigration 
Integration; Gabriela Villareal, policy manager of the California Immigrant Center; and Glen Goto, CEO of 
the Raisin Bargaining Association. The show airs on Newstalk 580 KMJ on Sunday, July 14, from 9-10 
a.m. 
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"California Agriculture and Immigration Reform: Will It nie on the Vine? — Guests 
Professor PL Martin, chair, UC Comparative Immigration and Integration Program; Jason Resnick, 
general counsel for the Western Growers Association; and Diana Tellefson Torres, executive director of 
the UFW Foundation, discuss immigration reform with Maddy Institute Executive Director Mark Keppler. 
The show airs on KVPT (ValleyPBS) on Friday, July 19, at 7 p.m. 

Maddy Report: "Cap and Trade: What's the Forecast for California's Climate Change Program" — 
Guests Tiffany Roberts, air quality and climate change expert for the Legislative Analyst's Office; James 
Goldstene, executive officer of the California Air Resources Board; Allan Zaremberg, CEO of the 
California Chamber of Commerce; and Timothy O'Connor, director of the California Climate Change 
Initiative with the Environmental Defense Fund, discuss California's climate change program with Maddy 
Institute Executive Director Mark Keppler. The show airs on KSEE24 (Fresno NBC) on Sunday, July 21, 
at 5:30 a.m. 

The Maddy Report airs throughout California on The Cal Channel. Check htlo,Wwww.calchannel.corn to 
find the Cal Channel and schedule in your area. You can also view previous Maddy Report programs in 
their entirety at http://www.maddyinstitute.org/policy-analysisithe-maddy-report-tv.  

Maddy Institute Updates List of San Joaquin Valley Elected Officials — The Maddy Institute has 
updated its list of San Joaquin Valley elected officials. The list is available here. 

Maddy Institute on Facebook and Twitter — To learn about Maddy Institute activities (e.g. The Maddy 
Report tv show, The Maddy Associates' Luncheons, the Maddy Legislative Intern Program), become a 
fan of the Maddy Institute on Facebook or log on to http://twitter.com/MaddvInstitute. And if you have a 
Facebook or Twitter account, please add us and follow us! 

Political Briefs 

Top stories 

Dan Walters: Which voting system is fairest -- Which system of electing local city council members 
and school trustees best serves the interests of residents, voters and taxpayers — groups that are not 
necessarily synonymous? Is it electing them "at-large," meaning all voters vote for or against all 
candidates? Would it be better to elect them from districts, in which only voters within those sub-entities 
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may vote? Or is a combination — electing from districts but with all voters having a say — a reasonable 
compromise? Walters column in Sacramento Bee  

Bill would let Californians vote on Saturday — For California voters, finding time to cast ballots on a 
Tuesday could become a thing of the past. A bill by state Sen. Leland Yee, D-San Francisco, would give 
them a chance to vote on a Saturday in the month before an election. Senate Bill 637 would require 
counties to have a polling place open for early voting for four hours on at least one Saturday in the 29 
days before Election Day. SacrarriG a Bee article  

Valley politics 

Michael Fitzgerald: Recall requires ethics, timing — When discussing the recall of Mayor Anthony 
Silva, it is important not to take the idea of recall lightly. Even if you believe as I do that Silva is 
somewhere between a cipher and an increasingly unstable bomb, at this delicate stage of Stockton's 
bankruptcy, voters should be thoughtful. Fitzgerald colL...ii 	 Record 

Modesto Bee: The best of 'us' should run for office in Stanislaus County — Some of the best 
probably need to be encouraged to run for office, but these leaders are among us. It isn't a matter of 
"them," but of identifying the best among "us." Mode.— 	editorial  

Same-sex marriage 

Dan Morain: Prop 8 defense failed before — In one of most divisive civil rights issues of the day, 
California Gov. Brown resisted the electorate by refusing to defend an initiative that had stripped 
minorities of basic rights. The governor was Pat Brown, not Jerry, and the case involved a discriminatory 
housing initiative, Proposition 14 of 1964, not marriage equality, the focus of the high court's Proposition  
8 ruling two weeks ago opening the way for same-sex marriages in California. 	c‘....ann in  
Sacrament. ..,eb  

Other areas 

Group opposing immigration reform plans full-scale campaign on House — Leading activist group 
NumbersUSA is preparing a fax and phone blitz as the immigration bill moves into the House, 
where it is less popular than it was in the Senate. LA Times article  

John Myers: State lawmakers weigh link between media and violence — Linking violence in video 
games and movies is one thing, but doing something about it is another. That's the takeway from 
Wednesday morning's state Senate hearing that invited researchers, physicians, and legal experts to 
discuss the impact of media violence on public safety in California. Myers in News10 Sacramento  
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Filner's woman problem -- It turns out that San Diego Mayor Bob Filner, champion of civil rights and 
defender of veterans, immigrants, laborers and minorities, has a woman problem. The allegations of 
sexual harassment remain troublingly vague and no victim has publicly stepped forward, but those with 
knowledge of Filner's alleged behavior said it is cause for him to resign. U- 	 article  

Abortion returns to forefront for 2014 elections -- With no immediate hope of overturning the U.S. 
Supreme Court's decision legalizing abortion, Republicans around the country are increasingly pushing 
legislation to restrict the procedure, and Democrats say they'll make the GOP pay in coming elections. 
AP article  

News Briefs 

Top Issue: Jobs and the Economy 

Firefighters' response times an issue in proposed Modesto sales tax increase? — Firefighters in 
Modesto and Salida are taking longer to arrive at fires than they did when the two agencies merged 21/2  
years ago. Longer response times have not resulted in catastrophe but could become a campaign issue 
in Modesto's November ballot measure to increase the sales tax. Whether declining performance might 
affect people's fire insurance bills is less clear. Modesto Bee article  

Fresno home prices make big gain — Home prices in Fresno County soared the first half of this year, 
making some of the biggest gains in at least two years. Housing experts say the uptick is a result of a 
market that is moving away from a hefty number of cheap foreclosures for sale to higher-priced houses. 
Fresno Bee article  

Stockton Record: Enough — Mayor Anthony Silva's actions can't continue to take focus away from the 
city. 	__cord editcjai  

More and more, grandparents raising their kids — In what used to be called the golden years, a 
surging number of grandparents are slammed with continued family obligations. According to the U.S.  
Census Bureau, the number of grandkids living with a grandparent has risen an astonishing 64 percent in 
the past two decades. Most of those 7 million families included three generations — but not all of them. 
Sacramento Bee article  

Extra-help workers live in limbo -- Kern County's website featured more than 300 extra-help openings 
Friday. Jobs included laundering linens at a hospital, flying helicopters "in urban, desert and mountain 
environment," assisting doctors doing autopsies and trimming trees. Bakersfield Californian article  
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Fresno Bee: Keep pension records open — To date, access to pension information has served the 
public interest, and we are unaware of an instance where it has harmed retirees or put them at risk, 
including those earning relatively low pensions. :In—.-- 	editorial  

Lemoore planning cuts panning out — A progress report to the Lemoore City Council shows the 
controversial decision to outsource city planning functions has so far proven successful. 
Hanford Sentinel article 

Modesto area businesses use social media to catch thieves — Social media is a great way to connect —
of course — socially. But several local businesses are also taking to social media sites to combat a 
problem that has been around for generations — theft. M._ 	Lae article  

Dan Weintraub: Take employers out of insurance business — President Barack Obama's recent 
decision to delay enforcement of penalties on employers who don't provide health insurance for their 
workers is a move that Democrats and Republicans should applaud and voters should welcome as a step 
in the right direction. v. 	 —ee  

Stockton best in U.S. for nutritionists — If you are an expert in diet and nutrition, San Joaquin County is 
a great place to ply your trade, a new analysis says. The county, known demographically as the Stockton 
metropolitan area, is the best area in the nation for nutritionists and dietitians, according to ValuePenguin, 
an insurance-comparison website. St(....nLon Record  

In LA, developers are building trendy homes on tiny lots — The latest in Los Angeles residential 
development: Clusters of skinny single-family homes in the city's hippest neighborhoods. LA 
Times article  

4 LA County execs got big severance for leaving voluntarily — Four Los Angeles County government 
executives who retired or resigned since 2010 received tens of thousands of dollars in severance pay 
historically reserved for employees who were fired, a Times review found. LA Times article  

Top Stories 

Birth defects linked to bad Valley water — An extensive new study confirms a long-suspected link 
between crippling birth defects and the nitrate contamination that threatens drinking water for 250,000 
people in the San Joaquin Valley. Fre-- Bee article  
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Why California won't build prisons to ease inmate overcrowding — Following a construction binge in 
which the state opened about 20 prisons in the 1980s and 1990s, California has built only one traditional 
prison since 1997, in Delano in 2005. The lack of construction reflects a dearth of public support for prison 
spending, as well as recession-era budget constraints. 	  

Prisons/Criminal Justice 

Hunger strikers, slightly fewer, continue prison protests — Hunger strikes continued Saturday at 23 
California prisons and one out-of-state facility, with more than 6,300 inmates refusing meals for days. The 
corrections department Saturday would not say how many have refused to eat meals since Monday. LA 
Times article; Hanford Sentinel article  

Agriculture/Water 

Bakersfield Californian: Valley fever worries shouldn't halt tunnels — Immobilizing the state's 
economy and infrastructure development because of a long-present fungi reeks of red herrings. The 
justice and wisdom of this massive undertaking are fair questions worthy of debate. But tunnel opponents 
shouldn't be riding the valley fever train to the town hall meeting. 	 Californian editoria'  

Narrowly passed farm bill gets mixed reaction -- A bill passed by the House this week to address the 
nation's farming industry is drawing plenty of controversy in Kings County. Hanfc.—....ltinel a....;le 

Vito Chiesa: Farmers can still farm during biotech lawsuits — The Stanislaus County farmer writes, 
"There is an example where Congress and the Executive branches have worked together to benefit 
farmers: a provision included in Section 735 of a 2013 budget amendment, signed into law by President 
Barack Obama, called the Farmer Assurance Provision. The provision gives farmers like me the ability to 
protect our livelihoods — at least temporarily — from the seemingly endless onslaught of legal assaults 
mounted by opponents of biotechnology-improved crops." Chiesa op-ed in Modesto Bee  

Education 

Napolitano to inherit turmoil at helm of University of California — In hiring Janet Napolitano to run the 
sprawling University of California, state officials are counting on the Homeland Security chiefs political 
savvy and fund-raising prowess to restore a system racked by years of budget cuts and turmoil. R....iters  
article; Time magazine article  

Database gives students a glimpse at possible salaries — Community colleges are more than mere 
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stepping stones toward four-year universities. A new website drives home that message, giving students 
at least a rough idea what they can expect to earn if they finish certificates or degrees at community 
colleges across California, including San Joaquin Delta. Stockton Record article  

Security concerns Modesto City Schools board — The Modesto City Schools board will talk campus 
security at its next meeting, looking at hiring school guards or even forming a school security force. 

ISUU article 

Program inspires love of reading Freedom School is a six-week summer literacy program of the 
Children's Defense Fund aimed at boosting reading skills among disadvantaged youth. The program 
offers curriculum at community sites nationwide designed to increase literacy and self-esteem. Children 
read 30 books over the course of the program, and they get to keep the books at the end. Bakersfield  
Californian article  

Free suppers at Salida area schools don't draw many diners -- Summer suppers in air-conditioned 
comfort, offering popular entrees and ample fresh produce, have drawn fewer diners than expected, 
despite costing little or nothing. Summer breakfasts and lunches are being gobbled up, he said. It's the 
new dinner option the community finds hard to swallow. Modesto L-- 

Energy/Environment 

Jeff Jardine: All eyes alert for next big Stanislaus wildfire — In dry years, the Stanislaus National 
Forest becomes a tinderbox. And when rainfall is higher than average or comes late in the season, it can 
produce more undergrowth and thus more fuel that eventually will dry out. Consider it kindling for the next 
big bonfire. Jardine column in Modesto Bee  

How San Onofre's new steam generators sealed nuclear plant's fate — San Onofre's replacement 
generators were supposed to extend the nuclear plant's life and save money. The opposite 
ensued. LA Time 	le  

Hinkley: Erin Brockovich feels duped by PG&E — Brockovich, who lives in Agoura Hills, said she 
moved on because she thought that San Francisco-based Pacific Gas & Electric Co., under the 
supervision of the state of California, had brought the polluted water problem under control. Nearly two 
decades later, she sees Hinkley as a town lost to pollution and feels duped by PG&E, she said. Inland 
Daily bulletin article  

Health/Human Services  

Fraud fear raised in California health exchange — As California prepares to launch its health care 
exchange, consumer groups are worried the uninsured could fall victim to fraud, identity theft or other 
crimes at the hands of some of the very people who are supposed to help them enroll. .W LIcle 
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Children's Hospital LA program reaches out to teen dads — The L.A. Fathers Program aims to 
reach the often forgotten partner in teen pregnancies, providing young dads with free parenting 
and relationship classes, job placement and social services. LA Timi 	..:le  

Churches aim to lift up foster kids — Officials with two Stockton churches hope they can help local 
teens in foster care make the transition in becoming adults. 	Record article 

Land Use/Housing 

Controversial condo project up for Bakersfield, Kern vote Southwest Bakersfield residents who 
convinced the city Planning Commission in June to vote against a proposed condominium complex will 
continue their fight before the Kern County Board of Supervisors and Bakersfield City Council this week. 
Ek....arsfield Californian article  

Transportation 

Valadao's opposition to high-speed rail starts at his Kings County dairy Republican House 
members up and down the San Joaquin Valley are squarely opposed to California's high-speed rail 
project, for which construction could begin this summer. But while the issue is largely one of political 
philosophy for other GOP representatives, it hits much closer to home for Rep. David Valadao, R-
Hanford, whose family's Valadao Dairy owns property that stands to be affected by either of two high- 
speed routes being studied in Kings County. 	Bee article  

Matier & Ross: Bay Bridge's on again, off again, on again fix No one appeared to be more stunned 
at the "quick fix" being proposed for the troubled east span of the Bay Bridge than the man who is 
supposedly in charge of the job. Ito'lz 	& Ross in  

Other Areas  

Lois Henry: The Kern Grand Jury swings — and misses badly — I was absolutely floored by two recent 
Kern County grand jury reports. Not because the content was shocking or illuminating in any way. What 
floored me was how utterly lame they were. Henry column in Bakersfield Californian  

Lewis Griswold: Tulare County DA has new logo — Tulare County District Attorney Tim Ward, 
appointed last year, has adopted a new motto and logo for the office. Displayed in the lobby, the motto 
reads: Illuminate Justice, Enlighten Truth, Guide Victims. Griswold in Fresno Bee  
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Mike Klocke: Anniversaries, conspiracies and illegal fireworks — The Stockton Record editor 
provides some random thoughts on anniversaries, conspiracies and illegal fireworks on a Sunday 
morning. Klocke column in 	Record 

Protestors gather to denounce Zimmerman verdict — Protestors throughout California gathered to 
denounce the verdict in the George Zimmerman trial. San 	mercury News article; LA Tii11es  
article; Sacramento Bee article  

Valley Editorial Roundup 

Bakersfield Californian — Valley fever worries shouldn't halt tunnels: Immobilizing the state's economy 
and infrastructure development because of a long-present fungi reeks of red herrings. The justice and 
wisdom of this massive undertaking are fair questions worthy of debate. But tunnel opponents shouldn't 
be riding the valley fever train to the town hall meeting. 

Fresno Bee — To date, access to pension information has served the public interest, and we are 
unaware of an instance where it has harmed retirees or put them at risk, including those earning relatively 
low pensions. 

Modesto Bee — Some of the best probably need to be encouraged to run for office, but these leaders are 
among us. It isn't a matter of "them," but of identifying the best among "us."  

Sacramento Bee — To date, access to pension information has served the public interest, and we are 
unaware of an instance where it has harmed retirees or put them at risk, including those earning relatively 
low pensions; Sacramento County should follow Yolo's lead on aiding the mentally ili. 

Stockton Record — Enough: Mayor Anthony Silva's acl ions can't continue to take focus away from the 
city. 

Upcoming Events 

•1111:11:11111:11:111E The Fresno County Economic Development Corporation will hold an event, Economic Impact 
of Healthcare in the Valley, will be held at the Fresno Chaffee Zoo on Friday, July 19, from 7:30-9 a.m. 
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Featured speakers are Dr. David Hawkins, Provost and Dean of Pharmacy, California Health Sciences 
University, and Lynne Ashbeck, regional vice president, Hospital Council of Northern & Central 
California. More information: (559) 476-2500. 

Interactive 

Next 10: UPDATED California budget challenge — For the first time in a decade, California's budget is 
largely in balance. However, the state has outstanding debts of $28 million, not counting long-term 
pension and retiree health care costs. Budget choices affect us all. Take the Challenge and decide how 
much should be spent on programs and where the money should come from. Next 10 California Budget  
Challenge  

Next 10: Federal budget challenge -- The Federal Budget Challenge is based on The Concord 
Coalition's Principles and Priorities budget exercise, which has been used in numerous town hall 
meetings across the country by members of Congress from both parties, as well as in hundreds of high 
school and college classrooms. Next 10 Federal Budget challenge at 
www.federalbudgetchallenge.org. 

LEGISLATORS' VOTING RECORDS: How often has a California legislator broken party ranks, abstained 
or switched sides? The Sacramento Bee has a database of the voting records of every member of the 
state Senate and Assembly. Enter a lawmaker's last and first names to see how he or she voted, or enter 
a bill number to see how every legislator voted on it. Check it out at this link. 
http://www.sacbee.com/voting  record/ 

The Kenneth L. Maddy Institute at California State University, Fresno was established to honor the 
legacy of one of California's most principled and effective legislative leaders of the last half of the 
20th Century by engaging, preparing and inspiring a new generation of governmental leaders for 
the 21st Century. Its mission is to inspire citizen participation, elevate government performance, 

provide non-partisan analysis and assist in providing solutions for public policy issues important 
to the region, state and nation. 

This document is to be used for informational purposes only. Unless specifically noted, the Maddy 
Institute at California State University, Fresno does not officially endorse or support views that may be 
expressed in the document. If you want to print a story, please do so now before the link expires. 
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